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Announcement

SPI-Water workshop: Pinios River Basin

SPI-Water is an EC research project (FP6) in the context of Specific Support to Policies, aiming to enhance the interfacing between science and policy with respect to the Water Framework Directive Implementation.

There is a clear need for streamlining of information from the scientific community to policy decision-makers. To this end, various initiatives are currently examining how an efficient and operational ‘science-policy interface’ could be developed in support of the implementation of the Water Framework Directive (WFD). This development is undertaken in the framework of the Common Implementation Strategy of the WFD in close cooperation with the Harmoni-CA concerted action which initiated the WISE-RTD Web Portal (www.wise-rtd.info). The ultimate aim is to develop an interface that could meet the demand of different levels of users and other stakeholders, ensuring an efficient dissemination and use of research results and experiences.

The WISE-RTD Web Portal was launched in March 2007 as a part of the Water Information System for Europe (WISE: www.water.europa.eu). This Web Portal was developed for a better streaming of water related research to policy makers. Within the SPI-Water project this Web Portal will be further developed in both user-friendliness and scope and will be further loaded with a wide range of information relevant in support of implementation of the WFD.  The first enlarged version of this Web Portal was presented in May 2007 at a workshop focusing on the Scheldt river basin.  

Having taken into account evaluation from this first workshop, a further enlarged and optimised version will be presented at a second workshop focusing on the Pinios river basin, Greece, to be held in Thessaloniki, Greece on Monday 22nd October 2007.  The final goal is to accomplish a tool where all WFD related information and experience needed by water managers, decision-makers, their supporting technical staff and stakeholders will be easily accessible. 

By attending this workshop you will be able to benefit from and contribute to this process.

For more information : www.spi-water.eu or info@spi-water.eu
Programme
· Welcome (G. Vaes, J. Ganoulis, 10:00 - 10:15)

· General introduction on WISE-RTD as part of WISE (W. de Lange, 10:15 - 11:00)

· Coffee break

· Reflections from the Pinios River Basin (Τ. Katsaros 11:15 - 11:45)

· Practical use of the WISE-RTD Web Portal (F. Provost, 11:45 -13:00 incl. hands-on)

· Lunch

· Background of the search system (Th. Vansteenkiste, 14:00 - 14:30)

· Practical use of the Web Portal Input System (Th. Vansteenkiste, 14:30 - 15:00 incl. hands-on)

· Evaluation and discussion (W. de Lange, K. Monokrousou, G. Vaes, 15:00 - 15:30)

· Closing (G. Vaes, 15:30 - 15:45)

It is recommended that you bring your laptop with you for the practical sessions.

Practical information 
When : 

Monday 22nd October 2007, 10h00 – 16h00.
Where :

Hotel Olympia, Olympou and Venizelou Streets, Thessaloniki, Greece.

Tel (+30)(2310)235 421

Fax (+30)(2310)276 133
www.hotelolympia.gr 
Language : 

English
Who: 
Water managers and their supporting technical staff within the Pinios river basin and other river basins in Greece.  
Registration
Attendance by invitation only, registration required.  Kindly complete the registration form and return it electronically to iganouli@civil.auth.gr or by fax to (+30) (2310) 99 56 82






Science-Policy Interfacing in support of the Water Framework Directive implementation
HydroScan (Belgium), QualityConsult (Italy), Institute for Inland Water Management and Waste Water Treatment (the Netherlands), Mediterranean Network of Basin Organisations (Spain), Environment Agency (UK), XPRO Consulting (Cyprus), National Technical University of Athens (Greece), Katholieke Universiteit Leuven (Belgium), Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research (Germany), Office International de l’EAU (France), 2Mpact (Belgium), Aristotle University of Thessaloniki (Greece), WWF European Policy Programme (Italy), Litani River Authority (Lebanon), Agence de Bassin Hydraulique du Sebou (Morocco)

